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Lit8-479E Topics in American Literature and Cinema 1: Politics and Paranoia.

This course focuses on the interaction of popular and high art with politics. More specifically, the post war division of the world into first and second and the ensuing cold war influenced the development and reorganization of State surveillance technology. Such reorganization gave rise to paranoia thrillers in literature and film. These thrillers were concerned with the state security apparatus and its reaches into all spheres of life. They alluded to a panopticon devise which was not centralized, but dispersed over a myriad surveillance devices. It should be noticed that vision and knowledge in these films and literature appears asymmetric in relation to each other; to see is no longer to know. Likewise, the structures of political or economic power were rarely visible, and often too complex and volatile, for human beings to claim “knowledge” in the sense of mastery.

“Our society is not one of spectacle but of surveillance […..]. We are neither in the amphitheatre, nor on the stage, but in the panoptic machine, invested by its effects of power, which we bring to ourselves, since we are part of its mechanism.”

Michel Foucault

Paranoia=mental disorder characterized by systematized delusions and the projection of personal conflicts, which are ascribed to the supposed hostility of others.

Literature.

Thomas Pynchon. The Crying of Lot 49.

Philip Dick. “Minority Report.”

Films.

The Manchurian Candidate (1962).

Dr Strangelove or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb (1963).

The Parallax View (1974).

3 Days of the Condor (1975).

Secondary Reading.

Thomas Elsaesser and Malte Hagener. Film Theory: An Introduction Through the Senses. “Cinema as Eye: Look and Gaze.”

Class Schedule:

Feb. 28 Introduction; March 2 “Minority Report”; March 7 No Class; March 14 No Class; March 21 The Manchurian Candidate; March 28 Discussion; April 4 Dr Strangelove; April 11 Discussion; April 18 No Class; April 25 No Class; May 2 The Crying of Lot 49; May 9 The Crying of Lot 49; May 16 The Parallax View; May 23 Discussion; May 30 3 Days of the Condor;

